Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 305266 
ORIGIN ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SNM-05 DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 10-13 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 CTME-00 TRSE-00 USIA-06 NSC-05 
OES-07 OMB-01 IGA-02 AGRE-00 /061 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/RPP:JMO'GRADY :BT 
APPROVED BY ARA/RPP:CEFINAN 
ARA/AND:D.COX 
SNM:M.CHESHES 

128207 230242Z/62 

R 222003Z DEC 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 305266 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS:SNAR 

SUBJECT:OPIUM POPPY CULTIVATION IN COLOMBIA 

REF: BOGOTA 11501 

FOLLOWING INFORMATION OBTAINED RE INQUIRY CONTAINED PARA 2 
OF REFTEL: WHILE NO PRECISE INFORMATION IMMEDIATELY 
AVAILABLE FROM WASHINGTON AGENCIES ON COLOMBIA PER SE, 
INFORMATION DEVELOPED FROM MEXICAN EXPERIENCE INDICATES 
MOST SUITABLE CONDITIONS FOR CULTIVATION OF OPIUM POPPIES 
ARE ELEVATION OF FOUR TO SIX THOUSAND FEET; OR IN 
TEMPERATURES RANGING FROM 60 TO 70 DEGREES FAHRENHEIT. 

WHILE SEASON FOR CULTIVATION WOULD VARY WITH CLIMATIC AND 
OTHER CONDITIONS. HARVEST PEAKS ARE USUALLY LATE FEBRUARY 
TO EARLY APRIL AND LATE OCTOBER TO EARLY DECEMBER. 

POPPIES GENERALLY NOT GROWN IN LOWER, HOTTER AREAS BECAUSE 
OF SUSCEPTIBILITY TO PESTS AND FUNGI, OR IN AREAS WHERE 
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CROP WOULD REACH HARVEST STAGE DURING RAINY SEASON, SINCE 
OPIUM LATEX IS VERY WATER SOLUBLE. THIS INFORMATION 
SUPPLIED WITH CAVEAT THAT CONDITIONS IN MEXICO MAY NOT BE 
ENTIRELY APPLICABLE TO COLOMBIA. VANCE 
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